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New Year’s Reception 2026

On January 24th, a New Year’s reception organized by the Embassy of Japan
was held at the Ambassador’s residence in Lilongwe. Approximately 80
Japanese residents, including development cooperation stakeholders, JICA
overseas volunteers, international organisation staff, private sector
representatives, and permanent residents attended the event. Following a
self-introduction by the newly appointed Ambassador Naito, he expressed
gratitude for the friendship between Japan and Malawi, which has been built
over 62 years of diplomatic relations, and for the significant contributions
made by JICA overseas volunteers, development cooperation personnel, and
the Japanese community residing in Malawi who have been driving this

partnership forward.

On behalf of the Japanese residents, Mr. Tanaka, Director of the JICA Malawi
Office, reflected on last year’s TICAD9 conference and expressed appreciation
to those involved in the progress made last year, such as the opening of the

Lilongwe Bridge.

This year’s zodiac sign is the Horse. We sincerely pray that it will be a good

year marked by great strides and leaps across the land.

Ambassador NAITO’s speech (Japanese only): https://www.mw.emb-
Japan.go.jp/files/100972247.pdf




